Velocity Dissipation Devices

EC-10
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Description and Purpose

Outlet protection is a physical device composed of rock, grouted
riprap, or concrete rubble, which is placed at the outlet of a pipe
or channel to prevent scour of the soil caused by concentrated,
high velocity flows.

Suitable Applications

Whenever discharge velocities and energies at the outlets of
culverts, conduits, or channels are sufficient to erode the next
downstream reach. This includes temporary diversion
structures to divert runon during construction.

m  These devices may be used at the following locations:

- Outlets of pipes, drains, culverts, slope drains, diversion
ditches, swales, conduits, or channels.

- OQutlets located at the bottom of mild to steep slopes.
- Discharge outlets that carry continuous flows of water.

- Outlets subject to short, intense flows of water, such as
flash floods.

- Points where lined conveyances discharge to unlined
conveyances

Limitations

m Large storms or high flows can wash away the rock outlet
protection and leave the area susceptible to erosion.

Targeted Constituents

Sediment ™M
Nutrients

Trash

Metals

Bacteria

Oil and Grease

Organics

Potential Alternatives

None
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m  Sediment captured by the rock outlet protection may be difficult to remove without
removing the rock.

m Outlet protection may negatively impact the channel habitat.
m  Grouted riprap may break up in areas of freeze and thaw.

m If there is not adequate drainage, and water builds up behind grouted riprap, it may cause
the grouted riprap to break up due to the resulting hydrostatic pressure.

m  Sediment accumulation, scour depressions, and/or persistent non-stormwater discharges
can result in areas of standing water suitable for mosquito production in velocity dissipation
devices.

Implementation
General

Outlet protection is needed where discharge velocities and energies at the outlets of culverts,
conduits or channels are sufficient to erode the immediate downstream reach. This practice
protects the outlet from developing small eroded pools (plange pools), and protects against gully
erosion resulting from scouring at a culvert mouth.

Design and Layout

As with most channel design projects, depth of flow, roughness, gradient, side slopes, discharge
rate, and velocity should be considered in the outlet design. Compliance to local and state
regulations should also be considered while working in environmentally sensitive streambeds.
General recommendations for rock size and length of outlet protection mat are shown in the
rock outlet protection figure in this BMP and should be considered minimums. The apron
length and rock size gradation are determined using a combination of the discharge pipe
diameter and estimate discharge rate: Select the longest apron length and largest rock size
suggested by the pipe size and discharge rate. Where flows are conveyed in open channels such
as ditches and swales, use the estimated discharge rate for selecting the apron length and rock
size. Flows should be same as the culvert or channel design flow but never the less than the
peak 5 year flow for temporary structures planned for one rainy season, or the 10 year peak flow
for temporary structures planned for two or three rainy seasons.

m  There are many types of energy dissipaters, with rock being the one that is represented in
the attached figure.

m  Best results are obtained when sound, durable, and angular rock is used.

m Install riprap, grouted riprap, or concrete apron at selected outlet. Riprap aprons are best
suited for temporary use during construction. Grouted or wired tied rock riprap can
minimize maintenance requirements.

m  Rock outlet protection is usually less expensive and easier to install than concrete aprons or
energy dissipaters. It also serves to trap sediment and reduce flow velocities.

m Carefully place riprap to avoid damaging the filter fabric.
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- Stone 4 in. to 6 in. may be carefully dumped onto filter fabric from a height not to exceed
12 in.

- Stone 8 in. to 12 in. must be hand placed onto filter fabric, or the filter fabric may be
covered with 4 in. of gravel and the 8 in. to 12 in. rock may be dumped from a height not
to exceed 16 in.

- Stone greater than 12 in. shall only be dumped onto filter fabric protected with a layer of
gravel with a thickness equal to one half the Dso rock size, and the dump height limited to
twice the depth of the gravel protection layer thickness.

m  For proper operation of apron: Align apron with receiving stream and keep straight
throughout its length. If a curve is needed to fit site conditions, place it in upper section of
apron.

m  Outlets on slopes steeper than 10 percent should have additional protection.

Costs

Costs are low if material is readily available. If material is imported, costs will be higher.
Average installed cost is $150 per device.

Inspection and Maintenance

m Inspect BMPs prior to forecast rain, daily during extended rain events, after rain events,
weekly during the rainy season, and at two-week intervals during the non-rainy season.

m Inspect BMPs subjected to non-stormwater discharges daily while non-stormwater
discharges occur. Minimize areas of standing water by removing sediment blockages and
filling scour depressions.

m Inspect apron for displacement of the riprap and damage to the underlying fabric. Repair
fabric and replace riprap that has washed away. If riprap continues to wash away, consider
using larger material.

m Inspect for scour beneath the riprap and around the outlet. Repair damage to slopes or
underlying filter fabric immediately.

m  Temporary devices should be completely removed as soon as the surrounding drainage area
has been stabilized or at the completion of construction.
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SECTION A—A
Pipe Diameter Discharge Apron Length, La Rip Rap Iij? Diameter
. in
inches ft3/s ft .
inches
5 10 4
12
10 13 6
10 10 6
20 16 8
18
30 23 12
40 26 16
30 16 8
40 26 8
24
50 26 12
60 30 16
For larger or higher flows consult a Registered Civil Engineer
Source: USDA - SCS
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